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The Minister’s decision comes 
after months of angst for 
many growers who have faced 
uncertainty due to active mineral 
claims over their property. 

GPSA has consistently sought to 
better balance agriculture with 
competing land uses such as 
mining throughout the Mining Act 
review process. 

Despite these efforts, GPSA could 

not support the proposed Bill as it 
left substantive issues unresolved 
for our sector, and did not offer 
meaningful improvements for 
land owners.  

GPSA will continue to advocate 
for a better balance, and will 
engage with the Government, 
MPs, and industry stakeholders to 
drive badly needed reform.

The announcement that 
Viterra will be transitioning 
to road-only transport 
across the Eyre Peninsula, 
and the release of the EP 
Freight Study earlier this 
month, highlights the need 
for long-term planning for the 
industry. 

In response to the EP Freight 
Study, the SA Government 
allocated $25.6 million to 
upgrading roads on the lower EP, 
as part of a broader $100 million 
federal package to upgrade the 
SA sector of the Port Augusta - 
Perth corridor. 

While GPSA believe it is critical 
that growers and government 
understand the impact of the 
potential closure of rail services 
and the capacity to manage 
additional road movements in the 
future, long-term infrastructure 
planning must extend to the 
entire state.

Government shelves Mining Bill

In order to remain globally 
competitive, growers must be 
able to access an efficient and 
cost-effective supply chain for 
both bulk and non-bulk exports. 
Growers must also have access to 
key domestic markets both in SA 
and interstate.  

SA growers have an excellent 
reputation for providing clean, 
premium agricultural products 
and working closely with trading 
partners to ensure their needs are 
met.  

Export supply chains must also 
continue to uphold high grain  
hygiene  standards  to  meet  
market  requirements  and  
international  food  safety  and  
other  regulatory standards.  

For this reason, grain supply 
chains  and  enabling  
infrastructure  must  be  designed  
to  meet  both  customer  
demand  and  market  access  
requirements  which  may  
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change  according  to  seasonal  
conditions  and  international  
trade dynamics.   

The development of an industry 
blueprint will support future 
investment and policy decision 
making across many facets of the 
sector, and GPSA is determined 
to see this project deliver real 
benefits for growers.

South Australia’s Minister 
for Energy and Mining, 
Dan van Holst Pellekaan, 
has confirmed that the 
Government will not be 
pushing ahead with the 
proposed changes to the 
state’s Mining Act. 

For growers, this means that the 
current legal framework and land 
access arrangements will remain. 

Drought support information
Information on dry conditions support and assistance measures can be found on GPSA’s website at 
www.tinyurl.com/drought2018.

The Salvation Army is also distributing up to $3000 per household. More info at salvos.org.au/drought
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The National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator (NHVR) plan to publish the 
National Class 1 Notice soon. 

SA’s current Agricultural Vehicle and 
Combination Codes and Notices will 
remain in operation for a period of 12 
months. 

When taking relevant agricultural 
machinery onto a public road 
the operator must choose to only 
operate under the new national 
notice or the current SA agricultural 
vehicle notices for the entire journey. 

No ‘mix-and-match’ of provisions is 
allowed.

Many SA Councils have approved 
the new zones and notice dimension 
exemptions, however some SA 
Councils have yet to accept 
proposed changes. 

The NHVR have published the 
Agricultural Zone Map on its website 
that shows each Council, Class 1 
agricultural zones with dimension 
limits.

Visit www.tinyurl.com/AgZoneMap 
for the Map.

Contact NHVR for more info: 
RMconsent@nhvr.gov.au or call the 
road manager hotline on 1300 880 
493.

National Class 1 
Agricultural Vehicle 
and Combination 
Mass and Dimension 
Exemption Notice

12 future grain industry leaders 
from across SA travelled to 
Canberra earlier this month 
to hone their leadership and 
advocacy skills at a leadership 
program hosted by Grain 
Producers Australia. 

As part of the program, participants 
heard from a range of advocacy and 
industry good organisations such 
as GPA, GRDC, and Plant Health 
Australia. GPSA CEO Caroline Rhodes 
and NFF CEO Tony Mahar also formed 
part of a panel to talk about the 

importance of advocacy, and how 
producers can have their voice heard. 

The two-day program also included 
aspects of media preparedness, a 
tour of Parliament House, and some 
practical tips on how to be a better 
grain industry leader.  

Growers who are determined to 
make a difference to their family 
farm, community, and industry are 
encouraged to apply for GPSA’s 
Emerging Leaders Program. 

More details are available at: www.
tinyurl.com/GPSA-ELP19

SA’s future grain industry leaders head 
to Canberra 

Time is running out to complete 
GPSA’s 2019 post-harvest survey and 
go into the draw to win a $500 fuel 
voucher. 

The survey takes just 5 minutes to 
complete! Entries close 30 April 2019. 
Enter now: 
www.tinyurl.com/2019GPSAphs

Last chance to 
complete Post-
harvest survey!

Growers who do the right 
thing and abode by the Grain 
Harvesting Code of Practice 
will be protected if Parliament 
adopts the recommendations of 
a Select Committee looking at 
the proposed expansion of CFS 
powers. 

Growers will recall that late last year 
the South Australian Government 
sought to give CFS officers (including 
volunteers) an unfettered right to 
direct that an activity be stopped if, 
due to weather, it might cause a fire 
or cause a fire to get out of control. 

GPSA argued that the Government’s 
proposal would undermine the Code, 
place an unnecessary burden on 
CFS officers and volunteers, give 
extraordinary power over a private 
business, and have no safeguards 
or checks on the use of the power to 
direct. 

GPSA proposed that SAPOL be given 
the power to direct to help combat 
the limited number of producers who 
do the wrong thing and harvest in 
unsafe conditions. To protect the vast 
majority of producers who do the right 
thing, GPSA proposed that this power 
could only be used after consulting 
with the Code to ensure that any 
decision is consistent with industry 
practice. 

After hearing from growers from right 
across SA, the Committee agreed 
with GPSA and the wider industry view 
that directions could only occur after 
meeting these stringent safeguards. 

If adopted, this will ensure that SAPOL 
would be unable to give a direction 
to stop harvesting unless that 
decision was supported by the Grain 
Harvesting Code of Practice and GFDI, 
as well as the advice of a specialist 
CFS or fire prevention officer, and the 
enforcement criteria and guidelines 
that would be developed with 
industry.

More information is available on 
GPSA’s website: www.tinyurl.com/
GPSA-CFS 

CFS Select Committee report a win for 
farmers 


