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11 October 2019 
 
The Hon Vicki Chapman MP 
Deputy Premier 
Attorney-General  
GPO Box 464 
Adelaide SA  5001 
 
Email: attorneygeneral@sa.gov.au 
 
Dear Deputy Premier 

RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TRESPASS LEGISLATION 

 

Grain Producers SA (GPSA) is the peak industry body for South Australian grain growers. GPSA is 

non-political and represents producers to government, the community and industry, including grain 

marketers, exporters, storage and handlers, researchers and farm input suppliers. 

We develop and implement policies and projects that promote the economic and environmental 

sustainability of South Australian grain growing businesses. 

We welcome the circulated draft amendments to the Summary Offences Act 1953. GPSA believes 

that these amendments will serve as a valuable deterrent to activists who intend on disrupting 

lawful primary production activities.  

GPSA’s primary consideration with respect to farm trespass is the right of primary producers to 

freely operate their legitimate business without interference. Protest activity and the like has the 

potential to disrupt production and cause economic loss. Persons who would commit these activities 

should be sent a strong signal through this legislation. 

In particular, we welcome the aggravated offence provisions, and the ability for affected persons to 

recover compensation in these circumstances. 

GPSA is not aware of a South Australian primary production business being targeted by activists on 

the basis that it produces grain. However, we note that there is potential for primary production 

businesses utilising GM technology (in the event that the moratorium is restricted) or chemical 

science such as glyphosate to be targeted by hostile groups.  

In addition, many grain producing businesses utilise mixed-farming operations which combines 

different primary production sectors. In South Australia, it is common for grain and livestock such 
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as sheep to be produced on the same farm by the same entity. In this instance, the proposed 

amendments would act as a deterrent for any action on that property and bring peace of mind to 

landowners. 

GPSA notes that further provisions regarding biosecurity are proposed to sit within the proposed 

consolidated Biosecurity Act. 

GPSA is aware that the South Australian Dairyfarmers’ Association has outlined a range of concerns 

and suggestions in their submission including in relation to: 

1. The exceptional circumstances provision in s17(3a), 

2. The limitation of submissions in s17(3b), 

3. Prosecutor submissions capturing the full gamut of the offence, including the biosecurity 

threat posed, 

4. The defence of lawful (or reasonable) excuse, noting the decision in Mark v Henshaw (1998) 

85 FCR 555, 

5. The issuance of trespass notices, 

6. Expiation notices in relation to fences, and 

7. Trespass by drone. 

GPSA agrees with the above feedback provided by the South Australian Dairyfarmers’ Association. 

We request that the Government consider adopting changes in light of this feedback. 

GPSA is happy to provide you with further information concerning anything raised in this 

submission.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Caroline Rhodes 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 


