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ABOUT GPSA

Grain Producers SA (GPSA) is the peak industry body representing the 
4,500 grain farming businesses in South Australia.

South Australian growers plant more than 4 million hectares of cereals, pulses and 
oilseeds annually. SA produces an average of 8 million tonnes of grain each year, which 
contributes more than $4 billion to Australia’s gross food revenue. This is made possible 
by grain growing businesses and farming communities across the state. 

GPSA develops and implements policies and projects that promote the economic and 
environmental sustainability of South Australian grain growing businesses, advancing 
these initiatives through: 

Advocacy

GPSA advocates on behalf 

of SA grain producers, 

representing their interests to 

decision-makers in all levels of 

government, the SA Parliament, 

and to commercial and other 

groups across the value chain. 

Leadership

GPSA engages industry 

stakeholders regarding policies 

we believe will promote the 

economic and environmental 

sustainability of grain 

production, providing leadership 

and influencing outcomes. 

Industry Development

GPSA informs grain producers 

on matters of importance to 

their business and champions 

the contribution we make to the 

South Australian community by 

engaging positively with  

the public.

“SA produces an average of 8 million tonnes of grain each  
year, which contributes more than $4 billion to the state’s economy”
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$6 BILLION  
INDUSTRY BY 2030

OUR VISION:

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GRAIN  
INDUSTRY WILL BECOME 
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Sources: PIRSA Primary Industries Scorecard 2018-19 and ACCC Bulk grain ports monitoring report 2018-19

the percentage that  
SA contributes to Australia’s 
total grain production

23,000
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE  

THE GRAIN INDUSTRY  

EMPLOYS DIRECTLY

the contribution of  
the SA grain industry  
to gross food revenue  
in 2017-18

countries around the  
world receive SA grain

 

Grain farms in South Australia

4,500
South Australia’s  
Average Annual 

Harvest is  
8 million

tonnes of grain

Family-owned 

Coopers Brewery 

and Japanese brewer 

Sapporo export 

beer containing 

high quality South 

Australian barley

$4.2 billion

Grain Products

HOMMUS, BEER, FLOUR, 

PASTA, BISCUITS

State of the art, 

world class research 

and development 

facilities can 

be found at the 

University of 

Adelaide’s Waite 

Campus in South 

Australia

of SA grain exported in an 
average year 

60

20%

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BARLEY

80%

GRAIN INDUSTRY  
SNAPSHOT
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TOWARDS A $6 BILLION 
FUTURE: GPSA’S 2022 
ELECTION PRIORITIES

Brad Perry
Chief Executive Officer, 

GPSA

The South Australian grain industry has an opportunity to shape its  
own future on the path towards a $6 billion contribution to gross food 
revenue by 2030.

In the face of adversity, our $4 billion grain industry has 

demonstrated it is resilient and innovative but with further 

support, we believe the grain industry can exponentially 

grow and reach its full potential. 

The South Australian Grain Industry Blueprint, led by 

Grain Producers SA (GPSA), details the six pillars to 

support sustainable accelerated growth – new market 

opportunities; biosecurity and market access; industry 

capacity; capturing value; innovation;  

and infrastructure.

GPSA’s priorities outlined in the 2022 South Australian 

Election Priorities aim to capitalise on the growth 

opportunities before us under the six pillars of the 

Blueprint. The importance of the grain industry 

to the South Australian economy in terms 

of value and employment is significant. 

We are asking all political parties 

and candidates to consider the 

initiatives the grain industry has 

put forward ahead of the State 

Election and continue to 

recognise and support the 

sector, which is a key driver 

of regional South Australia. 

The time is now to back 

the grain industry!

Adrian McCabe
Chair,  

GPSA
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GPSA KEY PROJECTS

focused on increasing yield and value, developing capacity building and farm 
management best practices, increasing data-based decision making and 
strengthening the culture of biosecurity. A taskforce of industry and research 
experts would inform areas of research needs and opportunities to fill supply 
chain gaps and uplift productivity and profitability. This program would be 
based on the successful Red Meat and Wool Growth Program.

Commit $10 million over four years to establish  
a Grain Growth Program

Commit to a $20 million agricultural round of mobile 
blackspot funding

specifically focused on improving telecommunications in farming communities, 
particularly those that are less populated but need connectivity and mobile 
reception to do business effectively and adopt new technology.

Commit $4.2 million to the future of a sustainable 
weather station network in South Australia

which measures inversion layers and the Grassland Fire Danger Index. This 
would include a business case being undertaken to better understand a 
sustainable model, taking into consideration existing infrastructure prior to 
investing in new stations.

Commit $250,000 for 1,500 subsidised Personal 
Protective Equipment packs

to assist in keeping grain grower volunteers safe when fighting fires.
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Commit $700,000 for a pilot of BagMUSTER  
in South Australia

a new industry-led program recycling agricultural product bags, with a focus 
on grain packaging and storage waste. This pilot program would work in with 
drumMUSTER and ChemClear.

and introduce the legislation in the first quarter of the 2022 South Australian 
Parliament. This Act must include a cost recovery mechanism triggered when 
a pest fails to reach the threshold of the national system yet is still a significant 
threat or concern to South Australian food and fibre.

Finalise a new, consolidated Biosecurity Act  
for South Australia

to assist the establishment of new, and or, higher value market opportunities  
for the grain sector. 

Commit $6 million over four years to establish a grain 
export and market entry program

established with a minimum of $600 million.

Commit to a four-year maintenance fund to address 
the state’s road maintenance backlog

aimed at providing certified training for people with relevant, transferable  
skills in other areas to be re-trained for agriculture.

Commit $4 million over four years for a ‘re-training 
into agriculture’ initiative
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MARKET  
OPPORTUNITIES

The South Australian grain industry is engaged with a range of diverse and 
differentiated domestic and international markets, based on an advanced 
understanding of consumer needs and wants. Particularly with the impacts 
of COVID-19 and market disruptions, support for new market opportunities 
is more important than ever.

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Commit $6 million over four 

years to establish an export 

and market entry program to 

assist the establishment of new, 

and or, higher value market 

opportunities for the  

grain sector. 

Release a ‘South Australian 

Carbon in Agriculture’ strategy 

to provide a framework for  

grain growers.

Commit $10 million over four 

years to establish a Grain 

Growth Program focused on 

increasing yield and value, 

developing capacity building 

and farm management best 

practices, increasing data-

based decision making and 

strengthening the culture 

of biosecurity. A taskforce of 

industry and research experts 

would inform areas of research 

needs and opportunities to fill 

supply chain gaps and uplift 

productivity and profitability. 

This program would be based 

on the successful Red Meat and 

Wool Growth Program.
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CAPTURING VALUE

The South Australian grain industry aims to capture additional value by 
developing domestic processing pathways, markets that diversify from bulk 
grain export and by producing differentiated products to target  
high-value markets. To reach the State Government’s target of $23 billion 
for the Food, Wine and Agribusiness sector by 2030, support to turn a bulk 
product into a premium one and value adding is critical for the  
grain industry.

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Continue sealing the Strzelecki 
Track to attract livestock to 
‘finish’ in South Australia on 
high quality grain.

Invest seed funding in the 
establishment of an industry 
led Research and Development 
and service entity for plant-
based food innovation 
involving industry, government, 
and university stakeholders. 
This would incorporate the 
current fractionation project 
at Waite and pilot end-product 
equipment.

Encourage the growth of the 
intensive livestock industry in 
SA and identify opportunities to 
produce high yielding, quality 
specific grain varieties to meet 
this growing market. 

Lead South Australia as a 
first mover in adoption of 
distributed green ammonia 
production based on 
renewables. 

Instigate a roundtable on 
agricultural traceability where 
key government and other 
stakeholders can hear about the 
challenges and opportunities 
directly from industry and 
identify a pathway for extracting 
additional value.

Identify options for reducing 
the cost of non-bulk export 
pathways and increasing the 
availability of food  
grade containers.
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BIOSECURITY AND  
MARKET ACCESS

The South Australian grain industry aims to protect market access by 
being internationally recognised for assurance, traceability and diagnostic 
processes associated with the supply of high-quality grain. Biosecurity is 
a huge threat for the grain sector and the industry needs support to be 
proactive rather than reactive when it comes to pests and diseases.

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Commit $700,000 for a pilot of BagMUSTER 

in South Australia, a new industry-led program 

recycling agricultural product bags, with a focus 

on grain packaging and storage waste. This pilot 

program would work in with drumMUSTER  

and ChemClear.

Commit $4.2 million to the future of a sustainable 

weather station network measuring inversion 

layers and the Fire Danger Index in South 

Australia. This would include a business case being 

undertaken to better understand a viable model 

considering existing infrastructure already in place 

prior to investing in new stations. 
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Finalise a new, consolidated 

Biosecurity Act for South 

Australia and introduce the 

legislation in the first quarter 

of the 2022 South Australian 

Parliament. This Act must 

include a cost recovery 

mechanism that is triggered 

when a pest fails to reach the 

threshold of the national system 

yet is still a significant threat or 

concern to South Australian food 

and Fibre.

Triple the funding set aside 

by the Department of Treasury 

and Finance for emergency 

biosecurity responses. 

Support the ongoing adoption 

of advanced diagnostic and 

surveillance tools for pests and 

diseases throughout the South 

Australian grain supply chain.
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Investigate the feasibility of 

a South Australian Chemical 

Application Code of Practice, 

similar to the South Australian 

Grain Harvesting Code of 

Practice, to support industry  

self-regulation.

Boost SARDI research capacity 

to respond to challenges 

regarding grain-related pests 

and diseases.

Establish the capacity to 

undertake regular grain-

focused exotic pest and disease 

incursion simulations with 

feedback on implications and 

actions, including on  

business continuity.
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INNOVATION

South Australia aims to be the national leader in cutting edge agricultural 
science and technology that improves both the quality and quantity of our 
grain products and reduces the cost of production in a changing climate. 
The grains industry needs significant government backing and investment 
to do so.

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Commit $4 million to a grants 

program aimed at grains 

industry projects for Machine 

Learning (ML) and Artificial 

Intelligence (AI). A taskforce 

would be established, including 

growers, to identify potential ML 

and AI solutions to grain  

industry constraints.  

Support science-based 

regulation of new technologies 

for crop and animal 

improvement that addresses 

quantifiable risks and hazards, 

focusing on product safety rather 

than process.

Provide additional resources/

incentives to attract expertise 

from across the world in plant-

based food processing and 

ingredient technology to assist 

in creating new opportunities for 

South Australian grain and  

food industries.
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Incentivise postgraduate 

students to focus on emerging 

and adopting AgTech in  

South Australia.

Commit to a 50 per cent Stamp 

Duty rebate for the purchase of 

commercial agricultural land in 

South Australia. 

Identify and address land use 

conflicts to ensure that existing 

cultivated land is retained for 

grain production.
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Support the development of 

bio-energy plants with a study 

on the economics of growers 

producing biomass crop 

specifically for bio-energy.

Support the establishment of 

a centralised app to give access 

to real-time information such as 

Grassland Fire Danger Index, fire 

danger indices and spray drift 

information including  

inversion layers.

Create certainty around 

new low emission energy 

generation from which 

development of a renewable 

biofuels industry can be created.
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BUILDING INDUSTRY  
CAPACITY

The South Australian grain industry aims to be recognised for its innovation 
and diverse career pathways, ensuring the industry can attract, train and 
retain talent across the value chain. Building industry capacity and future-
proofing the industry go hand in hand. Given the ongoing workforce 
challenges, as such it is critical for the grain industry to have support to 
keep the sector moving and grow capacity to meet demand. 

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Commit $4 million over four 

years for a ‘re-training into 

agriculture’ initiative aimed 

at providing certified training 

for people with relevant, 

transferable skills in other areas 

to be re-trained for agriculture. 

Commit $250,000 for 1,500 

subsidised Personal Protective 

Equipment packs to assist in 

keeping grain grower volunteers 

safe when fighting fires.

Support consistent rules under 

COVID-19 protocols which allow 

grain growers and their staff to 

safely undertake essential work 

while isolating. Additionally, 

the grains industry needs a 

consistent cross border travel 

rule for those farmers living close 

to the SA/VIC border.
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Allocate $4 million to replicate 

the ‘Sims Farm’ model in Cleve 

in other regional centres to assist 

in helping to attract more young 

people into agriculture  

as a career.

Add capacity to existing and/or 

establish new training centres 

to provide for the development 

of ‘on-farm’ vocational training 

pathways, upskilling and 

professional development, and 

the introduction of short term 

induction and skills programs.

Support online and accessible 

rural health programs and 

providers, such as ‘ifarmwell’.

Review the State Government’s 

ability to respond quickly and 

effectively with immediate 

support to growers impacted 

by natural disasters under the 

Disaster Recovery Funding 

Arrangements. 

Commit to a series of 

workshops in grain growing 

communities to discuss mental 

health and wellbeing called ‘The 

Shed Yarn’. 

Allocate resources to have 

more mental health workers 

based on the ground in regional 

and rural communities.
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Develop a pilot funding model 

to enable skills based on 

individual completion of skillset 

competency and training. 

Hold a regional housing 

summit to discuss opportunities 

to address accommodation 

shortages for agriculture 

workers.

Enable a fast-tracked planning 

process for the development 

and improvement of on-farm 

accommodation for seasonal 

workers.

Engage a lead agricultural 

teacher for the state and appoint 

an agricultural support teacher 

for each region.

Create an agricultural 

education pilot program such 

as ‘Kids to Farm’ or ‘FarmerTime’ 

in South Australian  

primary schools. 

Develop a post-graduate ag 

education centre to capitalise 

on the innovation and education 

nexus of the Waite Research 

Precinct and proximity to 

agricultural areas. 
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Appoint an experienced agricultural 

representative on the South Australian  

Planning Commission.

Implement all recommendations from the South 

Australian Parliament’s Select Committee on Land 

Access’ Final Report.

Where buffers are required between existing and 

new land uses, for example a change in land use 

on a neighbouring farm from broadacre production 

to wine grape/horticultural production, the buffer 

should be imposed on the land use side and not on 

the land of adjacent primary producers.

Reduce red tape and costs for retiring farmers 

to subdivide productive farm land for sale, while 

continuing to live on part of the property.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

The South Australian grain industry aims to have enhanced productivity 
and competitiveness as a result of public and private investment in 
sustainable infrastructure. With an ageing road network and the need to 
address efficiency to port, the grains sector needs a huge uplift in support 
in this area.

WHAT GPSA IS ASKING FOR:

Conduct an independent 

review of key grain 

infrastructure needs, such as 

port and road infrastructure, in 

the short, medium and  

long term.

Commit to a four-year 

maintenance fund to address 

the state’s road maintenance 

backlog, established with a 

minimum of $600 million.

Prioritise upgrades to the 

Sturt Highway, which is a key 

route for delivery of grain to Port 

Adelaide, especially following 

the completion of the Northern 

Connector. Such upgrades could 

include more passing lanes 

for heavy vehicles to overtake 

slower-moving traffic; convert 

the entire length of the highway 

to dual-laned; additional parking 

rest stops along the highway into 

Port Adelaide and redirect heavy 

vehicles from Princes Highway 

Murray Bridge.

GPSA 2022 Election Priorities   |  27



Commit to a $20 million 

agricultural round of mobile 

blackspot funding, specifically 

focused on improving 

telecommunications in farming 

communities, particularly 

those that are less populated 

but need connectivity and 

mobile reception to do business 

effectively and adopt  

new technology.

Undertake a feasibility 

study for a grain value-add 

infrastructure hub in the 

Port Adelaide/Outer Harbour 

industrial area, including 

intermodal transport hubbing, 

container packing and grain 

processing including pulse 

fractionation and processing 

capability.

Identify opportunities and 

act swiftly to allow increases 

to any road networks for larger 

dimension grain transportation.
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Identify a nationally consistent 

process to allow ease of safe 

movement of automated 

vehicles on public roads.

Recurrent, long-term funding 

for road interaction with 

agricultural vehicles and farm 

practices for Learner Driver 

Mentor and Road Safety 

Education Programs. 

Support the construction of an 

$8 million doppler weather radar 

on the Eyre Peninsula. 
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GPSA BOARD

Adrian McCabe
Chair

Adrian’s family has been farming in the Mid North since 1956. They also 

have property on the western slopes of New South Wales. Adrian was 

appointed to the GPSA Board in December 2016, holding the position 

of Vice Chair from 2018 and Chair since 2020. Adrian is passionate 

about promoting the grain industry as a major contributor to the 

state’s economy.

John Gladigau
Director

John is a partner in Bulla Burra, a collaborative farm which crops 8,500 

hectares annually to cereals and legumes in the Northern Mallee 

region of SA. He is also a 2007 Nuffield Scholar, a Graduate of the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors and has been a member  

of the SA Grain Industry Blueprint Steering Committee.

James Heaslip
Director

As a sixth-generation farmer, James is passionate about the 

agricultural industry and the opportunities it provides. Through his 

pathway into the agricultural industry he has developed a broad range 

of professional and technical skills, which are highly relevant to serving 

on the GPSA Board. James brings sound financial literacy through 

three years spent working as an external auditor and attaining a 

Diploma in Chartered Accountancy.

Nick Hillier
Director

Nick has operated a mixed family farming business in the South East 

for nearly 30 years. The Hillier farm utilises irrigation and runs 2,000 

Merino ewes and a prime lamb enterprise. With tertiary qualifications 

in agricultural science and his own independent consulting business, 

Nick brings technical skills and expertise in RD&E activities, and 

agricultural chemical regulation.
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Dr Steve Jefferies AM
Independent Director

Dr Jefferies previously served as the Managing Director of Grains 

Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) and has over 30 years’ 

experience working in the Australian grains industry. Steve was CEO of 

Australian Grain Technologies, Australia’s largest and market-leading 

wheat-breeding company, from its inception in 2002 until June 2016.

David Malpas
Director

David operates a mixed farming enterprise with his wife Angela, 

near Lucindale in the South East, comprised of cropping, sheep 

and cattle. He is a past member of the SAFF Grains Committee and 

former treasurer. David believes grain producers need an efficient and 

competitive environment to be able to remain profitable as a  

farming enterprise.

Peta Willmott
Director

Peta and husband Dean farm between Kimba and Wudinna. She 

is a well-respected member of the grains industry and regional 

community and has an enormous wealth of experience and 

expertise, particularly in the area of governance. Peta is a councillor 

with the District Council of Kimba, treasurer of the Buckleboo Farm 

Improvement Group and president of the Kimba Country  

Education Foundation.

Wendy Umberger
Independent Director

Professor Wendy Umberger brings a range of skills in board 

governance, knowledge of global agricultural markets and trade policy 

and agricultural extension to GPSA. She is the University of Adelaide’s 

Professor of Agricultural Economics and Food Policy and Executive 

Director of its Centre for Global Food and Resources, which focuses on 

economic issues affecting global food and agricultural value chains. 

Dion Woolford
Director

Dion farms with his wife Chelsea and his parents near Kimba, cropping 

4,500 hectares to mostly wheat, barley and vetch for feed and running 

5000 sheep under the prefix Karawatha Park. Dion is enjoying the 

opportunity to work with the GPSA Board because the issues that 

GPSA deals with through its policy and advocacy role affects producers 

throughout SA.
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