
South Australian farmers are being reminded to promptly 
place their orders for mouse bait ahead of the 2022 sowing 
season. Mouse bait manufacturers have a complex 
manufacturing process that requires notice for timely 
supply. 

Expert monitoring has forecast that mice will continue to be a 
problem nationally in 2022. A predicted better than average 
crop this year due to favourable weather conditions and La 
Niña weather patterns over the summer period are expected 
to provide mice with plenty of food.  

A slightly increased probability of an outbreak is predicted in 
parts of South Australia next year unless appropriate baiting 
is undertaken. Growers in areas that have experienced 

grain loss at harvest due to hail or excessive winds should be 
extra vigilant, as grain dropped in weather events provides 
additional food for mice. 

Growers are encouraged to monitor mouse activity now and 
order bait well ahead of time to ensure bait is on hand when 
needed. 

Monitor mouse activity by regularly walking into paddocks 
to look for activity, using mouse chew cards and carrying out 
active burrow counts.

For advice on mouse control for your property contact your 
local agronomist. 

Further advice is also available at www.pir.sa.gov.au/mice

The South Australian Select Committee on Land Access 
has tabled their final report, which features promising 
recommendations for South Australian growers.

Earlier this year, a Select Committee was established 
to inquire and report on SA’s land access arrangements 
concerning mining and exploration activity on agricultural 
land.

GPSA drew from the previous work of our Mining Act Review 
Taskforce to inform our comprehensive written submission 
to the Select Committee, which is available on the GPSA 
website: www.grainproducerssa.com.au/submissions/ 

The Select Committee’s final report contained six broad 
recommendations which, if implemented, could improve 
outcomes for landholders, farming families and rural 
communities. 

The committee’s recommendations included that a mining 
ombudsman be established, to address concerns regarding 
the dual role of the Department of Energy and Mining as 
both promoter and regulator. Additionally, the committee 
suggested that work be undertaken to inform standalone 
legislative protection of agricultural land in South Australia, 
which would strengthen the rights of agricultural landowners 
and better recognise the scarcity of South Australia’s 

agricultural land. 

The committee further recommended that the amount 
available to landowners to obtain legal and professional 
assistance in relation to exempt land be increased from 
$2,500 to $10,000, that resource companies be required to 
give 90 days notice before accessing land, and that a South 
Australian exploration code of conduct be developed.

The committee’s recommendations strongly align with 
GPSA’s policy position, and many directly reflect GPSA’s 
recommendations. GPSA will continue to advocate the 
critical role grain production plays as a sustainable food 
system in South Australia in the lead up to the 2022 state 
election. 

You can find a summary of the Select Committee’s 
recommendations and download the full report via the 
GPSA website, at www.grainproducerssa.com.au/
advocacy/ 

News

Land Access Inquiry yields promising recommendations for rural landholders

GPSA’s office will be closed from 25 December – 4 January 

GPSA wishes you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Prepare to manage mice ahead of the 2022 sowing season
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GROWING SA has been rescheduled to later in 2022 in response 
to the uncertain COVID-19 landscape in South Australia and 
interstate. Read the full media release at www.growingsa.com.au

https://growingsa.com.au/growing-sa-rescheduled-to-august-2022/
https://grainproducerssa.com.au/advocacy/
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The ACCC publishes agricultural machinery purchaser guidance material

Reminder to ‘Hit Your Target’ when 
spraying this summer 

As summer spraying commences, GPSA encourages 
growers to be mindful to adopt best practice 
strategies and equipment to minimise spray drift 
and off-target damage.

GPSA’s ‘Hit Your Target’ campaign has a number 
of resources for growers and conveys best practice 
information to help reduce the likelihood of spray drift 
and off-target damage. GPSA’s ‘Hit Your Target’ 
checklist includes,

• Choose products carefully

• Use correct droplet size

• Never spray in temperature inversions

• Use weather forecasting tools and plan, understand
wind speed and direction

• Watch the sun

• Consider boom height

• Minimise spray speed, particularly when ground cover
is minimal

• Leave unsprayed buffers when the label requires, or
when the wind direction is towards sensitive areas

• Always record wind speed, wind direction,
temperature and relative humidity at the start of
spraying and at the end of every tank

• Consider neighbouring crop susceptibility

• Know the risks and use resources on the GPSA
website!

More information on how to ‘Hit Your Target’ 
during your summer spraying is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-HYT2021

The Australian Competition & Consumer Commission 

(ACCC) have published guidance material to assist 

purchasers of agricultural machinery. 

The materials were developed by the ACCC in response 

to the findings of their 2020-21 study of agricultural 

machinery markets in Australia. 

The study found that access to remedies and repairs 

when faults occur was a major concern for purchasers. 

Due to the expense and purpose of machinery purchases, 

consumer guarantees generally do not apply. This 

means that most purchasers rely on the warranties from 

their machinery manufacturer or dealer for access to 

remedies when faults occur. However, many warranties 

have significant limitations. The study found that these 

limitations were not widely understood by purchasers. 

The guidance material will assist purchasers in making 

informed decisions, by providing key pre-purchase 

questions to consider, setting out the differences between 

warranties and consumer guarantees, and providing 

purchasers with some advice about what to do if an issue 

arises with their piece of machinery.

You can find the 

guidance material 

on the ACCC website: 

www.tinyurl.com/

ACCC-AgMachinery

• Theory session with Bernie O’Hara, Natwide Personnel

• Practical session with Dwayne Moar, Mount Compass
Mechanical

• Other regulatory and industry attendees to be
announced closer to event date

Click here to register for the workshop: www.tinyurl.com/
GPSA-WorkshopFeb22

Important changes to Grain Harvesting 
Code of Practice legislative requirements 

Growers should be aware of changes to the Grain 
Harvest Code of Practice’s legislative requirements 
in alignment with amendments to the Fire and 
Emergency Services Act. 

Police officers now have the power to direct that certain 
harvest activities cease if the activities may cause a fire 
and, because of weather conditions, the fire might get out 
of control. Before giving a direction, police must have regard 
to the Code as published by SA CFS. Failure to comply with 
a direction by police can result in a penalty of $5,000 or 1 
year imprisonment, and subsequent offences can result in 
penalties up to $10,000.

Additionally, growers must be mindful of the regulations 
which govern the conditions under which a person can 
operate grain harvesters, vehicles involved in grain 
transport, grain dryers and augers, and welders or grinders 
outdoors (i.e. in the paddock) during Fire Danger Season. 

A summary of relevant changes is available on the GPSA 
website via www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-KYCChanges21

Heavy vehicle safety workshops to 
return in 2022

GPSA’s Roadworthy Heavy Vehicles … Made Easy! 
workshops are returning in 2022!

The workshops are designed specifically to help South 
Australian primary producers understand heavy vehicle 
roadworthiness requirements.

Commencing at Mount Compass (location TBA) from 9am 
to midday (light lunch at end) Wednesday 9 February 2022, 
the workshop will feature:

www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-WorkshopFeb22
www.tinyurl.com/ACCC-AgMachinery
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-KYCChanges21
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-HYT2021

