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Have your say on GPSA’s pre-election priorities! 

SA CFS Farm Fire Units Registration Trial 

NOVEMBER 2021

As a bonus, all survey entries go in the draw to win a $500 
fuel voucher! 

Have your say today by taking the survey at 
bit.ly/GPSA-21survey

Growers with additional policy issues or feedback 
are encouraged to get in touch via email: 
info@grainproducerssa.com.au 

Growers are reminded that the SA CFS are currently 
trialling a state-wide program for the registration and 
coverage of Farm Firefighting Units (FFUs). 

The value of FFUs has been recognised in inquiries following 
the Cudlee Creek, Yorketown and Kangaroo Island fires. 
These inquiries identified the need to better coordinate FFUs 
with emergency services to ensure a common approach as 
well as the safety and welfare of everyone on the fireground. 

Once registered, operators will need to log-on and log-
off at a fireground. As a benefit, FFUs will also be included 
in catering, welfare, water supply, insurance and safety 
arrangements while operating with CFS crews. 

The system will be trialled until the end of the 2021-2022 
fire danger season, with ongoing feedback sought to ensure 
FFU operators are part of the CFS response to fires across the 
state.

GPSA acknowledges grower concerns with this scheme 
however notes there is considerable merit in the trial. 

GPSA seeks feedback from growers involved in the trial so we 
can work with the SACFS to make changes in the future, if 
required. 

For more information and to register your Farm Fire Unit, 
head to www.cfs.sa.gov.au 

GPSA has your harvest listening covered!

Check out GPSA’s podcasts to get some tips on grain marketing 
and learn more about the SA Grain Industry Blueprint. Search 
“Grain Producers SA” in your podcasts app to listen. 

If you’re looking for something to sing along too, check out our 
very own Grower Director John Gladigau’s ‘Harvesting the Crop 
2021’ playlist, featuring 12 hours of non-stop harvest tunes, 
available on Spotify via tinyurl.com/HarvestPlaylist2021

Scheduled three weeks before the State Election, GROWING 
SA 2022 is the perfect pre-election forum for the agriculture 
industry!

So put Friday 25 February 2022 in your diary – this is not to be 
missed!

More information is available via growingsa.com.au

As the 2022 State Election approaches, growers are 
encouraged to have their say to inform GPSA’s pre-election 
priorities. 

GPSA’s annual surveys help us to better advocate on behalf 
of our members and set GPSA’s policy and project priorities 
for the coming year. This year, your contributions to our 2021 
Grower Priorities Survey will help inform our policy and project 
objectives, as well as advocacy, in the lead up to the 2022 
State Election. 

Growing SA 25 February 2022 

Growers are reminded to save the date for GROWING SA, 25 
February 2022. 

GROWING SA is the annual conference of South Australia’s 
grain and livestock industries, gathering producers, industry 
service providers and decision-makers to hear the latest in 
policy developments, farm business advice and commodity 
research.

https://bit.ly/GPSA-21survey
https://growingsa.com.au
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au
https://tinyurl.com/HarvestPlaylist2021
https://grainproducerssa.com.au/podcasts/
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Thevenard Port Feasibility Study

A feasibility study is underway to determine  
whether it is economical to deepen the 
Thevenard shipping channel on SA’s West Coast.

Flinders Ports and Gypsum Resources Australia 
have fully funded a study to investigate

• The deepening the Thevenard shipping
channel from the existing 8.2 metres to
9.9m

• Loading vessels to greater depth than 9.5m,
which will require deepening of the berth
pocket

• Any barriers to the project

• Accurate project costings.

The scope of work for the study includes 
geotechnical investigations and consultation 
with dredging contractors to gain an insight 
into costs.

Flinders Ports will keep GPSA advised on 
progress.

For more information contact GPSA 
Regional Field Officer Shane Gale via email:     
shane@grainproducerssa.com.au

GPA advocacy on fertiliser prices 

The global fertiliser market is experiencing strong demand 
combined with high global energy prices and increased cost 
of raw materials, shipping and logistics.

This high demand is driven by high global prices for 
agricultural commodities. Australia’s fertiliser is sourced 
from many international markets and is not dependent on one 
supplier nation, in addition to a portion of domestically 
manufactured product. 

While there is significant volatility and uncertainty, Fertilizer 
Australia’s most recent statement reinforced that member 
companies are “actively working and currently confident that 
there’ll be sufficient supply of fertiliser to match the seasonal 
demand cycle. Growers should not panic but plan ahead.”

Grain Producers Australia are advocating the need for 
government support for local manufacturing, with facilities 
such as Strike Energy and Leigh Creek Energy, to boost local 
fertiliser supply, reduce emissions and build stronger rural 
communities and economies, with local employment creation.

Growers looking for background information on the Australian 
fertiliser industry can look to Fertilizer Australia’s report 
‘The Australian Fertilizer Industry Review 2021’. This paper 
is intended to give media organisations, policy makers and 
other interested parties an understanding of the Australian 
fertiliser industry and the interaction with the global 
industry and international markets, and is available via 
tinyurl.com/Fert21

As a member organisation of GPA, GPSA will continue to keep 
growers informed as advocacy on this issue progresses.

Disaster assistance for SA producers 

after damaging storms

Disaster recovery grants of up to $10,000 will be available 
to South Australian primary producers affected by severe 
spring storms which have recently hit the state. 

Assistance is being provided through the jointly funded 
Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA). 

The storm event impacted an unprecedented number of 
primary production sectors, including grain growers on the 
Eyre and Yorke Peninsulas. Early damage estimates for loss 
of crops and infrastructure are coming to more than $350 
million.

The disaster recovery grants will provide short-term targeted 
assistance to help impacted growers get back to business 
as soon as possible. The grants can be used for essential 
recovery and reinstatement activities including clean-up and 
debris removal, salvaging crops and repairs to damaged farm 
infrastructure and equipment.

Applications for the disaster recovery grants are now open. 

Further information on disaster assistance is available on 
the Australian Government’s Disaster Assist website at 
www.disasterassist.gov.au. 

For more information visit www.pir.sa.gov.au/storms 

Harvest safety resources available 
on the GPSA website! 

As harvest progresses across the state, GPSA is reminding 
growers of their obligations under the South Australian Grain 
Harvesting Code of Practice. 

The Code outlines the conditions under which grain 
harvesting and handling should occur in the paddock, 
including operating grain harvesters, vehicles involved in 
grain transport, and grain dryers and augers. 

GPSA has compiled resources and information relating 
to farm fire safety and the SA Grain Harvesting Code 
of Practice, including flyers and case studies, which are 
available at www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-KYC21 

https://tinyurl.com/Fert21
https://www.disasterassist.gov.au

