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Caroline Rhodes steps down as GPSA CEO 

Resources available to assist 
growers to ‘Hit Your Target’ when 
summer spraying!  

OCTOBER 2021

supporting industry development to 2030.”

GPSA has now established a clear purpose and a bold vision 
to create a $6 billion industry, with the opportunity for new 
leadership to make their mark on the organisation going 
forward. Further, we are well placed heading into the 2022 
State Election, given the standing GPSA now has with all sides 
of politics.

GPSA wish Caroline all the best as she steps into her new role 
as the inaugural CEO of Primary Producers SA. 

Read the full media release on the GPSA website at          
grainproducerssa.com.au/rhodes-to-step-down-as-gpsa-ceo/

GPSA has begun the search for a new Chief Executive 
Officer following the resignation of current CEO Caroline 
Rhodes, who will leave the organisation in late 2021 to 
pursue other opportunities.

Speaking on behalf of the GPSA Board, Chair Adrian McCabe 
paid tribute to Ms Rhodes’ service to the organisation since 
her appointment in April 2018.

“Caroline progressed the organisation into a professional 
advocacy group, now based on Flinders Street, representing 
the interests of South Australian grain producers with 
distinction,” he said.

“The organisation's crowning achievement during Caroline’s 
term was leading advocacy to repeal the moratorium on 
GM crops across mainland South Australia after 16 years, 
with growers being able to access GM seed for the first time 
this year. This was a hard-fought campaign which secured 
bipartisan support and the backing of industry groups from 
across Australia.” 

“Through a highly collaborative process, she helped GPSA 
lead the development of the SA Grain Industry Blueprint 
launched last year, which will now focus our efforts in 

Kick Off Ya Boots 2021

The GPSA Board and secretariat were proud to attend 
Little Town Production’s dinner theatre show ‘Kick Off Ya 
Boots’ in Loxton this month. 

The three-show Riverland production highlighted mental 
health and wellbeing in rural communities, and starred our 
own GPSA Producer-Director John Gladigau. 

The production tackled some of the underlying issues faced 
by generational farming family enterprises and included the 
take home message ‘think well, be well, farm well’. 

GPSA extends congratulations to the entire cast and 
production team for a great night which featured an 
important message in the lead up to harvest. 

GPSA is committed to supporting rural mental health and 
wellbeing, and recently established a Rural Mental Health & 
Wellbeing Taskforce to champion initiatives in this space next 
year. 

GPSA encourages members looking to bolster their wellbeing 
to access the ifarmwell toolkit, which includes easy-to-
use mental health modules, practical tips to improve your 
wellbeing, the ifarmwell podcast, and what to do in a crisis. 

ifarmwell’s free resources are available at 
www.ifarmwell.com.au/

Want to go into the draw to win a $500 fuel voucher?
Spare a few minutes and take GPSA’s 2021 Grower Priorities Survey to help us 
advocate on your behalf. Take the survey at www.bit.ly/GPSA-21survey

https://grainproducerssa.com.au/rhodes-to-step-down-as-gpsa-ceo/
www.bit.ly/GPSA-21survey
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The Winter-Spring 2021 edition of 
Grain Producer is now available via 
the GPSA website!

As harvest gets underway across many parts of South 
Australia, GPSA is reminding growers to familiarise 
themselves with the South Australian Grain Harvesting 
Code of Practice. 

The Code outlines the conditions under which grain 
harvesting and handling should occur in the paddock, 
including operating grain harvesters, vehicles involved in grain 
transport, and grain dryers and augers. 

The Know Your Code campaign jointly run by GPSA and 
the CFS provides a checklist for growers to ensure they are 
adhering to the on-farm actions of the Code. 

The Code has two legislated requirements which growers 
must abide by - when using a stationary engine to auger 
grain, a person who is able to control the engine must be 
present when it is in use, or an area of at least four metres 
around must be cleared. Producers must also carry a shovel 
or rake, portable water spray and ensure engine and exhaust 
systems comply with regulations. 

GPSA has compiled resources and information relating to the 
code, including flyers and case studies with other growers, 
which are available at www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-KYC21 

Growers are also reminded that the SA CFS are currently 
trialling a state-wide program for the registration and 
coverage of Farm Firefighting Units (FFUs). Once registered, 
operators will need to log-on and log-off at a fireground. 
FFUs will also be included in catering, welfare, water supply, 
insurance and safety arrangements while operating with CFS 
crews. 

For more information and to register your Farm Fire Unit, 
head to www.cfs.sa.gov.au  www.cfs.sa.gov.au 

How well do you Know Your Code?

Download this week’s recommendations at  
www.tinyurl.com/FarmsafeAusResources

Understand why the market 
moves and what you can do 
about it with new Beyond the Silo 
resource! 

Navigate the world of grain trading and market 
opportunities with the latest Beyond the Silo resource.

A guide to marketing grain: Understanding why the 
market moves, and what you can do about it, is a new 
56-page booklet commissioned by GPSA for South 
Australian growers, produced by grain marketing 
experts Thomas Elder Markets and made possible by the 
Marshall Liberal Government’s Regional Growth Fund.

The booklet is a fantastic resource for South Australian 
growers looking to better understand domestic and 
international market dynamics which impact grain 
pricing. The guide explains grain marketing in simple 
terms, with many practical examples and scenarios to 
illustrate how the market moves and what can be done 
to diversify risk.

You can download the marketing grain guide via 
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-marketinggrainguide

The guide supplements Beyond the Silo project 
resources released earlier in 2021, including the Beyond 
the Silo podcast and a guide to selling using grain 
contracts.

Through project funding, a series of Beyond the Silo 
workshops were held across the state earlier this year, 
with more opportunities for training being planned to 
coincide with the Growing SA conference being held at 
Hahndorf on 24-25 February 2022.

More information on GPSA’s Beyond the Silo campaign is 
available on the GPSA website.

The Winter-Spring 
edition of Grain 
Producer features 
sustainability in 
focus, the gem of 
the Yorke Peninsula; 
Sunny Hill, and 
how growers 
continue to increase 
safety awareness. 
Download via the 
GPSA website. 

Keep an eye out for GPSA’s harvest 
ready resource recommendations! 

www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-KYC21
www.tinyurl.com/FarmsafeAusResources
https://grainproducerssa.com.au/grain-producer-magazine/
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-marketinggrainguide
https://grainproducerssa.com.au/project/trade-market-access/#beyondthesilo

