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More free practical training on the way for SA primary producers

Resources available to assist 
growers to ‘Hit Your Target’ when 
summer spraying!  

Navigate the world of grain trading with new Beyond the Silo resource

SEPTEMBER 2021

South Australian primary producers will be able to access 
more valuable heavy vehicle training with GPSA set to 
receive key funding through the National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator’s (NHVR) Heavy Vehicle Safety Initiative, 
supported by the Federal Government.

The grain industry is reliant on the safe transport of grain on 
our roads and GPSA is committed to improving road safety 
not just for heavy vehicle operators, but for all road users.

The new project, which will bring together an industry 
steering committee later this month, will use evidence to 
inform how road access can be improved for agricultural 
vehicles and primary producers. NHVR Portal training will also 
be given to producers and other industry stakeholders as part 
of the project.

The funding will enable GPSA to continue to improve road 

access and heavy vehicle safety to members from all Primary 
Producer SA commodity groups.

As the first component to the project, GPSA is to conduct a 
comprehensive research study into the behaviour of South 
Australian primary producers in accessing public roads. 

GPSA will use those findings to develop a new education 
campaign in conjunction with NHVR and Primary Producers 
SA, to further improve safety for all road users while 
maintaining productivity for primary producers.

This will form part of GPSA’s commitment to improving heavy 
vehicle safety in the primary production sector for the benefit 
of our industry and regional communities. 

Read the full media release on the GPSA website at 
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-mediarelease

Grain Producer Winter-Spring 2021 Edition is 
now available!
The Winter-Spring Edition of Grain Producer is now available on the GPSA website 
and features sustainability in focus, the gem of the Yorke Peninsula; Sunny Hill, and 
how growers continue to increase safety awareness

South Australian grain producers are set to navigate 
the world of grain trading and pursue new market 
opportunities with greater confidence thanks to a new 
industry-led initiative.

A guide to marketing grain: Understanding why the market 
moves, and what you can do about it, is a new 56-page 
booklet commissioned by GPSA for South Australian growers, 
produced by grain marketing experts Thomas Elder Markets 
and made possible by the Marshall Liberal Government’s 
Regional Growth Fund.

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development 
David Basham officially launched the latest iteration of the 
Beyond the Silo grower education campaign yesterday at the 
Flinders Adelaide Container Terminal (FACT), Outer Harbor.

As part of our Beyond the Silo campaign, GPSA have 
partnered with Grain Trade Australia to publish free resources 
to help growers better understand grain contracting and 
trading rules.

You can download the latest marketing grain guide via  
www.tinyurl.com/GPSA-marketinggrainguide

Growers can also listen to a series of Beyond the Silo podcasts 
to explore grain marketing fundamentals and brush up on 
their knowledge in advance of harvest.

The Beyond the Silo podcasts explore the drivers of grain 
markets and explain key topics such as pricing, futures, 
foreign exchange, basis, when to sell, contracts and what to 
do when a contract goes pear-shaped.

Through project funding, a series of Beyond the Silo 
workshops were held across the state earlier this year, with 
more opportunities for training being planned to coincide 
with the Growing SA conference being held at Hahndorf on 
24-25 February 2022.

More information 
on GPSA’s Beyond 
the Silo campaign 
is available to the 
GPSA website.
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GPSA at the YP Field Days!
GPSA had an excellent week chatting to members and industry 
representatives who visited our site at the Yorke Peninsula 
Field Days in Paskeville. Check out some highlights below.

NFF COVID-19 Workplace Guide
The NFF has released an update to its COVID-19 
Workforce Guide which includes advice on vaccinations 
and the workplace.

The Guide, first released in April 2020, contains 
practical information relating to, for example, 
quarantine requirements for new workers, social 
distancing at work and financial support as well 
as work health and safety and industrial relations 
considerations.

Vaccines in the Workplace

According to Safe Work Australia’s (SWA’s) guidance, it is 
‘unlikely’ that employers have a legal power/obligation 
to require workers be vaccinated as a consequence of 
their (the employer’s or the worker’s) duties under WHS 
laws. 

The FWO has generated detailed and helpful advice in 
relation to vaccines and workplace rights and duties. 
According to that advice, in limited circumstances an 
employer may be able to direct employee to get the 
vaccine. 

Those circumstances include where (1) the employee has 
a legal obligation to get vaccinated to do their job; (2) 
the direction is enabled by an industrial instrument (the 
agricultural awards do not); or (3) it would  be ‘lawful 
and reasonable’ for the employer to give the direction. 

Whether a direction would be ‘lawful and reasonable’ 
should be assessed on a case-by-case basis, considering 
things like the nature of the workplace, public contact, 
etc

Farmers and farm workers have a responsibility to keep 
themselves, their team and their communities safe. 

You can download the NFF COVID-19 Workplace Guide 
via https://nff.org.au/

The CFS is currently trialling a state-wide program for the 
registration and coverage of Farm Firefighting Units (FFUs). 

The value of farm firefighting units has been recognised in 
inquiries following the Cudlee Creek, Yorketown and Kangaroo 
Island fires. In fact, these inquiries identified the need to better 
coordinate FFUs with emergency services to ensure a common 
approach as well as the safety and welfare of everyone on the 
fireground.

Once registered, operators will need to log-on and log-off at 
a fireground. FFUs will also be included in catering, welfare, 
water supply, insurance and safety arrangements while 
operating with CFS crews,.

GPSA acknowledges there are some concerns among growers 
with this scheme. However, there is considerable merit in the 
trial. GPSA wants to hear from growers involved in the trial so 
we can work with government to make changes in the future, 
if required.

The system will be trialled until the 
end of the 2021-2022 fire danger 
season, with ongoing feedback 
sought to ensure FFU operators are 
part of the CFS response to fires 
across the state.

For more information and to 
register your Farm Fire Unit, head to            
www.cfs.sa.gov.au

Farm Fire Units registration trial

Harvest Ready Resources
Head to the GPSA website to find the resources you need to 
ensure you are harvest ready, including the NFF Workplace Guide, 
Know Your Code, Market Ready, Beyond the Silo, podcasts, and 
more!

Available to download at grainproducerssa.com.au

https://grainproducerssa.com.au
https://farmhub.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NFF_Workplace_Guide_V4_Sep21.pdf?vgo_ee=ALk6vafoFx58kVMYqb1hFuaCfsgUqzaoUpyw0ud%2Fk%2FU%3D
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/prepare-for-a-fire/farm-fire-units/



